Yerevan Saeed

5055 S Chesterfield Rd 606, Arlington, VA 22206Cell: 857-204-2821 yerevan.adham@gmail.com


EDUCATION	
                                          Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy                                 2013   Boston, MA
                                           Master of Law and Diplomacy	

                                          The University of Texas – Austin                                            2009  Austin, TX
                                           B.A., Government 

                                           Central Teacher’s Institute                                                      2002            Iraq	          
                                            Associate Degree in English/Arabic 


LANGUAGES: Kurdish (native), English (fluent), Arabic (very good), Farsi (good), German (basic).


EXPERIENCE

Kurdish Policy Foundation                                                                                  August 2014 – Present, DC
Senior Research Fellow 
· Write, research, and edit policy memos about the Kurdish question and related public policy.
· Manage the economic, human rights, and democracy section
· Provide subject matter analysis and opinions to non-Kurdish audiences. 
· Outreach and consult with policymakers, practitioners, advocates, and funders; development of an agenda of policy-relevant research and meaningful engagement, both domestically and internationally about Kurdish affairs. 

Rudaw Media Company                                                                                   October 2013 - Feb 2016, DC
White House Reporter, Columnist, Coordinator
· Covered White House for Rudaw TV; produced reports and documentaries on Middle East issues.
· Trained, mentored, and supervised staff.
· Coordinated workflow between Washington and main headquarters in Erbil, Iraq.
· Wrote and edited news, and feature articles about Kurdistan, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey.
· Provided oversight and leadership of digital production, including the social media team composed of five members, including translators, editors, and journalists.

[bookmark: _GoBack]GNI/NOVETTA                                                                                           Dec 2014 - Dec 2015, Arlington 
Media Analyst
· Managed a team of GNI/Novetta contractors in Iraq. The team has over 80+ sources in various Iraqi provinces, including security sources, civic society sources and observers to collect human rights violation information and incidents.
· Monitored and mapped activities of extremist groups, in particular ISIS.
· Maintained situational awareness and built familiarity with area(s) of focus and actors in Syria and Iraq.

Strategic forecasting for Global Intelligence (STRATFOR)     
Middle East Specialist                                                                                    Feb- Sept 2013, Boston &Austin
· Conducted background checks and due diligence on individuals and companies working in Iraq and in the Middle East.
· Wrote analyses about Iraq, the Kurdistan Region, Turkey, Syria, and Iran.
· Researched and monitored Iraqi press and other media in the Middle East as part of in-depth risk assessment and mitigation, translated articles as necessary for client engagement.
· Researched and wrote executive summaries of political, economic and security situations in the GCC.
· Prepared MESA daybook—a brief of important events across the region with brief analysis.
· Assisted the company to be well updated with all negotiations and developments about Kurdistan oil contracts and pipeline to Turkey to forecast feasibility of oil exports due to political/security turmoil between Iraq, Turkey and Kurdistan Region. 

Kurdistan Regional Government Representation in the United States (KRG-US)     Summer 2012, DC
Diplomatic Intern
· Conducted due diligence of companies for clients that planned to invest in Iraq.
· Acted as liaison for KRG delegations, scheduled meetings with government departments & NGOs, and assisted with translation and cross-cultural advice.
· Analyzed Congressional hearings and think-tank events related to Iraq and Kurdistan.
· Tracked U.S. government initiatives and speeches related to Iraq and the Kurdistan region.
· Drafted reports, summaries, and analysis of key documents, publications, speeches, and meetings relevant to Iraq and Kurdistan.
· Summarized businesses reports and company contracts related ministries of KRG.

  Strategic forecasting for Global Intelligence   (STRATFOR)     	       Dec 2009-Aug 2011, Iraq and Texas
  Iraq Affairs Consultant                                                                                           
· Built working and personal relations with Iraqi and Kurdish officials, NGOs, local media, and journalists to assess and forecast political and security risks.
· Researched and investigated local and foreign companies and individuals in the Middle East to assess companies’ capacity, reputation, and professionalism.
· Advised energy clients on a range of cross-cultural and security risks for investment in the Kurdistan Region and Iraq. 
· Monitored Iraqi press and other media in the Middle East, translated articles as necessary for client engagement. 
· Introduced the company to other foreign firms, embassies, NGOs operating in Iraq.
· Attended university, government, and embassy events on behalf of the company.

The New York Times/ US National Public Radio                                                July 2003- Aug 2007 Iraq
Journalist/ Professional Translator  
· Reported for the NPR and New York Times Bureaus in Baghdad about political, economic, and security issues in Northern Iraq.
· Interviewed high-ranking political and military officials
· Provided translation from Kurdish-Arabic into English and visa-versa. 
· Liaised between the company and KRG officials for interviews.

Halabja General Trading Company                                                                      Jan 2001- Nov 2003, Iraq 
Manager/administrator
· Tracked purchases and sales, between offices of Iraq, Dubai and China.
· Served as a liaison between local, regional, and international offices.
· Oversaw all home and field office procurement and property and business management.
· Provided administrative support to grants under contract designed and implemented by the field team. 
· Responsible for project financial management, including monthly review and approval of field office expenditures, client invoices, and ensuring project memos are complete and accurate.
· Developed and responsible for the company’s external relations with the other Global Trading Companies and the governments.
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